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Book of Acts

Session 10: The Lord Calls From Macedonia (Chapters 16-18)

I.
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey:
Paul would become one of the most well traveled men of his generation traveling throughout the majority of the Roman Empire preaching the gospel everywhere he went and planting churches in all the territories.  Modern scholars have simplified Paul’s missionary work into three missionary journeys of which we will be looking at the second tonight.
A. The New Commission: 

In the last session we saw Paul receive his commission to preach the gospel to the gentiles.  In tonight’s session we will see the continuation of the missionary journey Paul undertook in chapters 13-15; where he went from there and how the Holy Spirit led him.

B. Paul Takes the Gospel to the Gentiles:

We see Paul after facing frustration again and again restating this commission to the Jews in chapter 18.  This is the theme of the second half of the Book of Acts which began in chapter 13.
“But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles (Ac. 18:6).”

C. Read the Passage Aloud:
Before we begin to look at some of the specific phrases and concepts in these chapters we will read through this passage aloud once.  This will make the passage fresh in our minds so that we can tie the details together more easily. 

II.
Testimonies of Supernatural Leadings:
Thankfully Paul (and the other messengers) did not work on their own initiative; they had the Holy Spirit clearly leading them each step of their journey.  In this section we will look at all the times in these chapters that we see the Holy Spirit giving direction of where to go and where to avoid.
A. Kept From Asia:

In this passage we see the Holy Spirit restricting the activity of the ministers to a specific region.  The Spirit wanted them carrying on the work in Phrygia and Galatia and so He lead them in some way away from any efforts to enter into Asia.  From the sound of the text it seems like Paul probably attempted to go to Asia a number of times. 

“Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia (Ac. 16:6).”
B. Kept From Bithynia:

Again we see the Holy Spirit giving His instructions about where He did not want them to go.  This is often a blessing in disguise because to know what the Lord doesn’t want us to do narrows things down greatly on what He does want us giving ourselves to.

“When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to (Ac. 16:7).”
C. Vision About Man in Macedonia:

In this passage the Holy Spirit isn’t restricting their movement but rather He is giving them an assignment.  Even here however the communication is slightly veiled and the direction comes in a bit of a parable.  The meaning was clear enough, but it wasn’t as clear as the Lord appearing and speaking.  The fact that the encounter came in a vision however adds significant validity to the directional certainty. 
“During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them (Ac. 16:9-10).”
D. Vision to Stay in Corinth:

Paul faced many crossroads in his journey, often receiving information to go, stay, don’t go there, come here so he was quite accustomed to having to be led by the Lord in order to know where he was really supposed to minister in a given week.  Often the instruction was outside of conventional wisdom; this was one such leading.  When faced with some significant persecution in Corinth he sought the Lord and had a vision of Jesus telling him not to leave the city but to stay there for 18 months.

“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.  For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.”  So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God (Ac. 18:9-11).”
III.
The Power Resting on Their Preaching:
Power consistently rested on the preaching of the gospel.  As they proclaimed Jesus there were powerful responses from both men and Heaven, they preached fearlessly and saw signs and wonders in every city that they went.

A. Earthquake that Caused Chains to Fall Off:

Earthquakes are powerful but when God orchestrates an earthquake the rules change; here we see in this instance that God’s earthquake caused the prison doors to fling open and 100% of the prisoners chains to fall off of them.  This is no ordinary earthquake.

“Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose (Ac. 16:26).”
B. Cast Demon Out of Slave Girl:
As Paul went about preaching in Philippi a girl possessed by a demon followed after him speaking out incessantly in his wake.  It says Paul became so annoyed with this that he case the spirit out of her.

“we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future...She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”  She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her (Ac. 16:16-18).”
C. The Bereans Receive the Message:

Luke (author of Acts) esteems the Bereans over the Thessalonians because they studied the Torah daily to see for themselves whether what they were being taught was scriptural and accurate.  In Berea a great number of people turned to the Lord.

“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men (Ac. 17:11-12).”
D. Athenians Come to Jesus:

Paul had similar results in Athens.  This is astounding because of how rooted the Athenian people were in their false worship of Greek gods and goddesses.  None the less people in this most pagan city turned to Jesus.

“Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others (Ac. 17:34).”
E. The Corinthian Synagogue Ruler Converts:

A significant advancement for the Kingdom of God was the winning over of the ruler of the synagogue in Corinth.  He and all those who belonged to him received the message of Jesus and were baptized, not only them but many others followed in the footsteps of this prominent household.

“Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.  Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized (Ac. 18:7-8).”
IV.
The Flood of Persecution:
Along with the miracles of God one thing that can be found in nearly every chapter of the Book of Acts is persecution at various levels.  Men hate the truth so wherever the gospel was preached opposition would follow and often times it manifested in violent expression.
A. Brought Before the Magistrates:
The slave owners actually took Paul and Silas captive and brought them to the magistrates of Philippi because they had delivered their slave from a demon.  They did this forcibly, and when they arrived they made their case against them.  This must have been one of the most interesting cases-accusations they had ever heard. 

“When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace…before the magistrates (Ac. 16:19-20)”

B. Severely Beaten:
Then Paul and Silas were sentenced without a proper trial; they were severely beaten for their crime of setting that poor captive free from her demonic bonds.

“the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods (Ac. 16:22).”

C. Put in Prison:
After they were beaten without legal grounds, then they were thrown into prison and put in the stocks.  This is just about as sever of a response as they could have possibly have received and all without trial.

“After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks (Ac. 16:23-24).”

D. Seized and Forced to Post Bond:
Jason, though he had one nothing wrong was forced to put up some significant source of security (possibly property or a large sum of money) to ensure that there would be peace in the city in order that he and his companions be released form their custody. 

“But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd.  But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city officials...Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go (Ac. 17:5-9).”

E. Constantly Stirring Up Crowds to Riot:
The Jews who were jealous of all the attention that they were getting made it their personal mission to stir up trouble for them.  So they followed them around to the various cities where they went to preach the gospel and the seeded in lies and discord into the crowds in order to incite riots in every city that Paul and Silas went.
“But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up (Ac. 17:13).”

F. Jews Ordered to Leave Rome:
This is some significant upheaval in the Roman Empire.  We know from secular sources that this degree was given because of the continual riots amongst the Jews related to debates about Christ.  This expulsion only fueled the Jew’s hatred of the Church.

“There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome (Ac. 18:1).”

G. Jews of Corinth United Attack Against Paul:
We see in this passage that the Jews of Corinth schemed together in order to launch a united attack against Paul.  They saw him as a threat to their way of life, culture and religious practice and so feared him that they rallied together to oppose him as one man.

“While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack on Paul and brought him into court. “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law (Ac. 18:12-13).”

V.
Explaining God to the Heart of a Polytheistic Society:

Previously we saw where Paul and Barnabas were mistaken to be gods when they healed a lame man in Lystra.  Now however they were coming to Athens, which was the very capital of Greek worship and religious thinking.  Paul would have to explain not only Jesus but the concept of there being only one God, who is Lord over all.
A. A City of Philosophers: 

Athens was a hub for philosophy in Greek society.  As Paul enters into this city he finds himself entering into the territory of the great minds of his day

“All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas (Ac. 17:21).”

B. Religious in Every Way:
Paul entered what was the epicenter of polytheism and idol worship for the Roman world.  There were ornate temples built all over the city each dedicated to the worship of a different god.

“People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious (Ac. 17:22).”

C. Worship of an Unknown God:

The Athenians were so thorough in their idolatry that they even had an altar dedicated to an unknown god.  Paul takes that as an opportunity to declare Jesus to them; who they do not yet know.

“I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you (Ac. 17:23).”

D. Introducing Monotheism:
Paul begins to introduce the oddest idea these philosophers have every heard; that there is only one God and that He is the Lord and creator of all things.  We cannot imagine how crazy of a thought this was for this very religious group of thinkers.

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.  And he is not served by human hands…he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else…God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him…we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill (Ac. 17:24-29).”

VI.
Ministry Time:

During ministry time today we are going to be reviewing some selected content from the section of Acts that we read today.  For the format for tonight we will do a form of reverse Q&A where I will be asking the room a handful of questions; If you would like to answer please raise your hand and I will do my best to get to you. 

A. What phrases stood out to you?

B. What ways did the apostles face persecution in these chapters?

C. What miracles did we see the Holy Spirit do in these chapters?

D. Who was Apollos?  What was unique about him?
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